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fctfzerc Faith Moore of Independence went on a tour of Death Valley she found a friendly welcome 
from a pair of the valley's residents. News-Letter Photographer Jim Smith was on hand to re¬ 
cord what looked for all the world like a hello kiss. The National Park Service is concern¬ 
ed these days with a hurro over-population problem y hut has a hard time getting public sup¬ 
port for a plan to reduce the burros' numbers. Destroying hurros , it seems , is not a popular 
idea with the public because most people - like Faith Moore - think they're kind of ,r cute, 



NEWS BRIEFS 


-The COUNTY 


BUILDERS MUTTER A FEW PROTESTS OVER #327; 
SORDID TESTIMONY IN THE LAPPAS CASE; GON¬ 
ZALES GOES TO COURT; THE SUPERVISORS GET 
A "FREE" OFFER; AND SAFEWAY'S BINGO ODDS 

I N SOOTHING, REASSURING TERMS AND TONES (re¬ 
assuring to all but the county's busy dev- 
. elopers and the workmen who may lose their 
jobs) some members of the Bishop City Council 
were promising that their new Ordinance #32? 
will neither halt Bishop's burgeoning "growth" 
pattern, nor impact negatively the county's 
recently revitalized economy# 

Last week, the council - urged on by 
Councilman Don Swenson - hurriedly pushed 
through the new ordinance over the muttered 
protests of a few builders# In effect, the or¬ 
dinance severely restricts new construction 
and limits the number of living units that may 
be built in a given area. The builders are 
claiming - privately - that Swenson was urged 
on by his own backers who have been recently 
stung by the sudden influx of new business can- 
petition into Bishop. Swenson denies that, 
claiming that the ordinance puts tfeeth into a 
196U general plan that had largely gone ignor¬ 
ed; that builders had virtually been given a 
rubber stamp approval of nearly every project 
they sought permits for. 

But the new ordinance - which the coun¬ 
cil members had clearly agreed on in detail 
outside of the council chambers - went through 

(NEWS BRIEFS Con + ' uued P# 2) 


City council to DWP: 
Get out of Bishop 



DWP's Wickser and Rowland before the council 

Invited over for an unhappy surprise. P.6 
























The MacDonald's fast food chain, creators of the '"Dig Mac" and creators also of stiff compet¬ 
ition for other food outlets, had announced intentions to move into Bishop. Tlie hid was met 
with more than a little resistance - futile as it turned out - from Bishop restaurant owners 
and other fast-food outlets who claimed that the market is already overcrowded. But the "Dig 
Mac" people had made the county government an offer it could scarcely refuse - an offer to 
construct more than a half-mile of sewer line at a cost of about £100,000 to MacDonald's, and 
donate it to the county. The county's Eastern Sierra Community Service District board, the ag¬ 
ency that will mangge the sewer, met this past week at Bishop to look over the proposal. When 
the meeting Was over Board Member H.B. "Lefty" Iirwin (second from left) who is also a county 
supervisor, said "We have given approval for the county to negotiate an agreement with Mac¬ 
Donald's for a 10-inch sewer line, all cost being borne by MacDonald's." The decision opened 
the door to the chain which appeared to have found a golden arch of its own ; the narrow High¬ 
way 395 passage and its heavy traffic that will go right past the new MacDonald's front door 
leaving a projected estimated monthly take of about £20,000. 


Photo: John Heston 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 
quickly and with no opposition fran construct¬ 
ion people who claim they had no time in which 
to organize argument or statistics against it. 

It was if the council, and especially 
Swenson, had suddenly discovered after 10 years 
a Catch-22 that would put the brakes on quite 
a lot of proposed construction that is already 
in the mill though not exactly underway. The 
mayor. Bob Campbell, said "Ordinance 372 gives 
the council and the planning commission auth¬ 
ority to approve high density housing in what 
is termed low density areas." The statement 
offered the irate builders a little hope, but 
not much. Implying some fear Campbell warned 
of the "possibility" that the city "could get 
into hot water through litigation." From whom? 
^e could not say, but he did say that there 
has recently been "concern" about high density 
growth on East Line Street. He said that he 
"doesn't know" who had expressed such concern, 
but that "^e are appeasing those who might 
point to the master plan." 

Now the builders must obtain, if they 
can, a special use permit if they want to con¬ 
struct buildings with "less that 1800 square 
feet per living unit." That means, simply, 
that just so many living units can be built 
in an apartment complex with just so much land 
to build on. In effect, it puts a further crimp 
in the hopes of those who would like to allev 
iate what has become a critical housing short¬ 
age in Bishop, and in the county. What, then, 
if the special use permit is denied the build 
er. "They could appeal to the council," said 
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Campbell. 

Asked about his urgency in driving the 
ordinance through - whether he had been push¬ 
ed by conservative business elements in his 
constituency, Swenson answered obliquely: "I 
hadn't put pressure on the city. I was putting 
pressure on the council. The general plan of 
196U and the zoning ordinance of 1979 aren't 
in synchronization. 

"There is no maximum on density in the 
zoning code, but there is in the general plan. 
% contention is that if we approved things 

under zoning, we were il¬ 
legal." And so, for many 
years, that's the way it 
has been; why now, the 
sudden change? "For spe¬ 
cial use permitsanswer¬ 
ed Swenson. 

Asked if the strin¬ 
gent new "density" code 
may not in fact make ap¬ 
artment construction ec¬ 
onomically unfeasible on 
the very few available 
parcels, Swenson laughed 
nervously and declined a- 
ny comment on that. 

A number of Bishop 
builders have indicated 


Councilman Swenson 

Pressure Bor 372 


that in fact "large" apartments cost more - 
a lot more - and that if "low-cost" housing 
is a need of the town, which clearly it is, 
than the ordinance prices them out of any 
possible relief. 

















"But 1 don't want to see a hodge-podge 
of building like in Mammoth. We need control¬ 
led development; that's one of the main things 
I ran for in the council election." Swenson 
denies the ordinance will have an adverse ef¬ 
fect on the economy, but some builders said 
they are already revising some of their fut¬ 
ure plans and "adjusting downward" the num¬ 
ber of workers they will hire or keep, and 
also the amount of materials they will be buy¬ 
ing. 

Swenson argued that "We • re 15> years out 
of synchronization and (not adhering to the 
general plan)ifs against the law. I was the 
one behind it and I pushed it. It was the on¬ 
ly way to wake people up." 

Probably the first builder that will go 
up against Ordinance 372 is Ron Hubbard who 
was present, along with two other builders, 
at the council meeting. "I>11 be submitting 
two projects to the planning commission at 
their next meeting," he said, "an apartment 
complex and a commercial complex off of Bast 
Line Street. We've been given the word that 
our projects look good...but we'll have to 
wait and see." 


"I WENT INTO THE BEDROOM, PICKED UP A GUN out 
of a drawer. I was very angry, I was very con¬ 
fused. I was afraid. I put the gun up to my 
head; I was going to shoot myself because I 
felt that everything was my fault (but) Jesse 
was there (her small son) and I decided I did 
not want to die." Such was the testimony this 
past week given by murder defendant Evin Lap- 
pas. She went on to say in her testimony from 
the witness stand that instead of shooting 


herself she went into the living room of the 
mobile home on Bishop's Barlow Lane last Oct. 
18 and... 0 ."Al was on the couch. I pointed the 
gun at him. I started pulling the trigger un¬ 
til it started clicking. I put the gun back in 
the drawer. "Al" was A1 Dumey, her step-fath¬ 
er, who died almost instantly from at least 
four bullet wounds. Lappas described him as a 
man of perverted sexual habits who had made a 
number of sexual advances toward her in the 
months preceeding the shooting^ Just prior to 
the killing he had - as she claimed in her 
testimony - knocked her to a kitchen floor, 
torn off part of her clothing and had then mas¬ 
turbated. Wnether the superior court jury, ev- 
ehly divided between men and women jurors, 
will see her testimony as justification for 
the shooting has yet to be decided as the tri¬ 
al continues this week, ^er own past may have 
bearing on that too: Lappas' testimony also 
included the admission that she had been sex¬ 
ually molested as a child, had become a pro¬ 
fessional go-go dancer at 13 and a "stripper" 
at 19. Later, she went into the Air Force. In 
an apparent effort to show her emotional reac¬ 
tions were feigned, the prosecution pressed 
Lappas to answer whether she had ever "stud¬ 
ied drama." She said she had not. The district 
attorney, LoH. "Buck" Gibbons, also asked her 
if she had "reacted" as tearfully when tell¬ 
ing doctors about her past as she was in court. 
"I don't know," she answered. The prosecution 
rested its case last week. Defense began 
with the defendant herself testifying. Ms. 
Lappas was to take the stand again this weeko 


(NEWS BRIEFS, Continued on P. lit) 




For an investment 
of around $10,000, 
the price of a ve- 

?an 3 °rt 7™ E — Wmmwm 

dependence to Bishop in about 13 min¬ 
utes - like Sheriff’s Inspector Jim 
Randolph. Jim used to be into motor¬ 
cycles a little, but 
his first love is 
airplanes. This is a 
Thorp T-18, not com¬ 
mercially built but 
sB» put to together part 
by part by amateurs 
and listed as an "ex¬ 
perimental plane.”It 
cruises at 185, but 
can top 280. 


Flying deputy Jim Randolph and his Thorp 
T-18. In background: the sneriff's patrol 
plane which he pilots. 


Photos: 

Jim Smith 
John Heston 


To top it 
all off, it's not a 
gas-guzzler either; 
gets about as good 
mileage as an av¬ 
erage car - 22 mpg. 
Hangar space is no 
problem with its 21' 
wingspan, 19' length. 
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WEST 

BISHOP 

New 14-lot subdivision 

Let Hubbard 

design and build 
your custom home. 


Now LeosinQ*** 

professional office SPACE 
162 East Line St. 



-CowAiftueflovt- 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 


873-7141 


RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 

C'AI.IF BL. I.IC. # ,m<X)l 




Inyo 
County 



*Letter 


] 50 Weeks f ] 25 Weeks I I 3 Months 
L — 1 $25 L “ 1 $13 1 — 1 $7 


w 


SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY — 


a 




STATE 


ZIP 


j | Payment enclosed| [please bill me 


SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH. 

only the best for your eyes. 




JOHN GUSTAFSON ROBERT GUSTAFSON 

873-7740 

(LA MONTANA PLAZA - BEHIND DOWNTOWN SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST - BISHOP, CA. 



U 




BASKETS 

FROM CHINA. MEXICO. 

THE PHILIPPINES 


.. .Colorful y sturdy J 
useful and decorativej 
hand-made by talented 
artisans and specially 
selected for "The Wine 
Barrel " gift department . 
...And hoi: about a basket 
of fine wine or fruit? 
They make great gifts. 


. 

(And why not a n permanent " 
family Easter Basket?) 


YOU'LL FIND THEM AT THE... 


COMPLETE DELI: 
WINES AND SPIRITS, 
GOURMET FOODS, 
IMPORTS 
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On our new bright screen,., 

SEE*&®°® 

WOM't 

r.TONIGHT! 


WED.-SAT. 
MAR. 21-24 


Wttership 

c T)OW1Lj> 



Mar. 18-20: First Love,/King of the Gypsies 


EN JOHNSON ...LANA WOOD 



S J 1 I J l J »1 4 SHOWTIME 7 P.M 
I ■ I -7:1 I vl H PHONE 873-3575 



873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon ^Furniture G 


Flpkolsteri) Gompamj 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 



CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU - CAMARO 


CHEVETTE • CORVETTE • WAGONS • R V ’S 


.'...sharp, roomy 
79 vans 


Complete paint and 
body shop 

Automotive service as 
good as you can get! 


Lots of extras! 


We want 
to be 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


.before you buy! 


Check here. 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 


Now under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 
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those o 


incomes ., 


With income fixed at $550, Earl and Dorothy Crawford got a bill for $250, previously $50 

"I don't think they need that much money .. .We just oan't pay...'' Photo: Jim smith 


Growing. anger over DWP's 


power rate rip-off 



E VEN THE SEVEREST CRITICS OF DWP, ITS POLICIES - AND ESPECIALLY ITS RATES - would be quick 
to admit that it was kind of like inviting someone over for a friendly chat and then 
slapping them at the door. Some others thought that if sudden, unhappy surprises were de¬ 
served by anyone, then DWP had it coining in spades. A lot of people here and in Los Angeles 
had been very surprised indeed, recently, when they opened their power bills. 

partment of Water and Power's Jim Wickser had been asked 
to appear before last week's Bishop City 
y " Council to explain, if he could, 

■ ( DWP's recent billings that had set 

off an avalanche of telephone 
calls to city and governmental 
officials in Inyo and Los Angel¬ 
es. No one had dreamed that DWP's 
recent "restructuring" of rates 
would have anywhere near the im¬ 
pact they had; as a matter of fact, 
\_ few if any had made any real pro¬ 

test at all at DWP's "public hearings" on 
the increase proposed some months back. A- 
gain, the department's careful and (as it 
turned out) ambiguous wording of the rate 
increase information had led many to believe 
that the "big guys" - industrial users - 
would bear the brunt of the increase and 
that homeowners, at last, would get relief 
from DWP's already uncontrolled and exhorb- 
itant rates. Not so; "little guys"from Inyo 
to LoA. got it in the neck with some bills 
going up as much as %QO%. Hardest hit were 
those home- and apartment-owners who in re¬ 
cent years had bought, whole-hog, the pow¬ 
er companies' long-time pitches about "all 
electric" homes being the way to go. Reddy 
Kilowatt, friendly little symbol with a lot 
of unctious sparkle,had turned out to be in 
1979 a damned liar, and DWP customers, like 
Americans everywhere, don't like their fav¬ 
orite symbols to lie. The "all-electric" 
homes were the hardest hit and, as it turn¬ 
out, the cost of electric power since 1969 

Wickser tries to justify rate increases * ia< ^ gone up a stunning 180$ while gas had 

..But the oouncil wasn't buying any of it. only increased by 55$. DWP was clearly the 

p e " ~ culprit and everyone, from the L.A. Council 































northward to Inyo, was out for DWP's blood, and maybe even some of its money in the form of 
rebates. At Bishop, one of the DWP's customers is Councilwoman Jane Fisher. Her elec tric 
bill went up about 200%, and when Wickser walked into the 
council room he apparently had no idea of what was in store 
for DWP which, along with California Edison, furnishes powd¬ 
er for the town. 

Wickser, not unexpectedly, was following the company 
line. ri e offered graphs, explained the rate increases in a 
bureaucratese that confused as much now as it had at the 
earlier healings, and allowed as how a percentage of elec¬ 
tric users had in fact discovered a slight reduction in 
their power bills (^one of these seemed to be present in 
the council room, nor could they be found anywhere else 
either), and even offered figures on average temperatures 
in Owens Valley to show why people had turned up their 
heaters. It seems, too, that a "fuel adjustment cost" - 
the cost of oil burned to generate power down south - had 
also been tacked on the bills. To that, %yor Bob Campbell 
asked Wickser if Inyo, with its power generating stations,! 
used any fossil fuel (oil) generated power. "About 20%, 
yes, and some hydro—generated," said Wickser. "Hut that 
doesn't matter; everybody pays the same." 

Shortly thereafter, the slap came. Jame Fisher turn-^ 
ed to a paper lying on the desk before her and began to 
read: "...The Bishop City Council requests DWP to divest 
itself of the business of providing electrical service 
within the City of Bishop...." The resolution suggested 
that the department turn over its facilities to California 
Edison and, in effect, get out of town. 

Was it all a bit of political show business calculated, perhaps to show the Bishop el¬ 
ectric users that the council was mad too and doing something about it? Fisher says no. "I 
was absolutely sincere," she stated later. And, in fact, such an idea is not without prec¬ 
edence in Bishop; in 197li, the council had suggested essentially the same thing, though in 
terms less harsh. At that time, DWP's Bob Fhillips had said that DWP was "not interested" in 
releasing any of its power holdings. 

But the idea, even to DWP apparently, is not all that far-fetched. Two days after the 
council meeting at which the resolution was passed by four votes with one abstaining, Fish¬ 
er said that "Jim Wickser told me that DWP would not take a closed-minded approach if in- 

(See COUNCIL, Continued, P. lo) 




Jim 

Wickser 


Getting slapped 
at the door 


Photos: 

John Heston 


Councilwoman Jane Fisher and other council members had a surprise for DWP 
Not "just a bit of political show business" 


“No comment!... 


.. .No reaction!’’ 

Since DWP pressured a radio 
station owner to cancel her news 
broadcast three years ago, relat¬ 
ions between DWP and News-Letter's 
Benett Kessler have been somewhat 
strained. After the council r s sud¬ 
den resolution, Wickser was in no 
mood to answer questions. He rep¬ 
lied abruptly that "it would have 
to go before the commission" when 
asked if divestiture of properties 
would work. Pressed for more in a 
hallway outside, he said angrily: 
"No comment!..No reaction!" 


Kessler and angry Wickser 
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DANCE Tl 

tl . "SOCKS" 

|| ! Starts Tues. 

OPEN 5 PM 

Happy Hour V 
5-7 Wkdys. 

A Dinner • Cocktails 

JPjr Prime Rib 

CLOSED SUN, MON%fV 

steak, chicken, 
i kVJ/ seafood 

iMULtJ 

TRADING/ 

icitt 

M \C0HPAKY 

970 N. Main 

$ 873 -3311 


Just plain good cookin' 

Try our hot soups, fresh every day 
Fast service on ldnch and breakfast 





ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 



BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE 
KIBS SPONSORS: 

Kentucky Fried Chicken 
Simpson's Delta Tires 
Howard's Lumber Company 
Tony's Union 76 

The Sizzler Family Steak House 
Steve's Auto Parts 
Continental Telephone 
Schat's Bakeries 
Bishop Mobile Homes 
Hi-Mountain Rentals 
Sierra Liquor 


HEAR ’EM ALL ON... 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 


BISH0P 1230AM 

□I 

0 

□ 

0 


P -O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 - 1 
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REAL SERVICE 


RIBS,CHICKEN, BEEF... 
GOOD! TRY'EM! 

Take some home for dinner - Tonight! 


AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 


CATERING/872-5535 


TOWING 

14-Hoar 
Emergency 
Rood Service 


• TUNE-UPS 

• BRAKES 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 

• TIRE REPAIRS 

• TIRES • BATTERIES 

Complete overhaul service 


DUNCANS 


Shell 


878-2112 


South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 


MEN'S 

HAIR STYLING 

BY JERRY 


Specialist 
in the 
'natural' 
look... 




\Tues.j Thurs. 9-9 
Wed.j Fri., Sat., 9-6 

APPOINTMENT: 


873-7204 


JERRY ARMSTRONG 

(FORMERLY OF MANHATTAN BEACH) 
EXPERIENCED IN MEN S HAIR STYLING 


SINCE 1964 


314 W Line 
Bishop 


AT SIERRA STATION 

Across From City Hall 


Your response has been TERRIFIC.... 

So we're continuing our big mid-winter 



ackets 


and Men's and women's WOOLRICH SHIRTS 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

"TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 
"BANANA" 

and ALPS SWEATERS 
Save on these mid-winter discounts 


Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crowds and 

the long lines: $KI RENTALS 


( 714 ) 873-5070 


and <£hofzfi£, 

~ 7 ~ 7 2 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 93514- 
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MOVIES AND TELEVI 


Lured by scenery and by Inyo t s escalating wat- 
er battle, movie makers and television producers ar¬ 
rive in growing numbers . In the past trwo weeks at 
least three producers, two of them shown here, turn¬ 
ed up at the news service office either to "look ov¬ 
er the territory" like Producer Ray Steckler (left), 
or to plan television films that are expected to take 
a hard look at DVIP's presence in Owens Valley . Of the 
latter group , one asked not to be photographed , fear¬ 
ing that news stories might hinder research he is do¬ 
ing on the department; but another. Public Broadcast¬ 
ing System's Bill Rukeyser (below) was less reticent . 
He plans a water story documentary for PBS . 


Photos: 

John Heston 
Jim Smlth 

Ray Steckler shoots horror movies and 
street gang comedies. Based in Las Ve¬ 
gas, he journeyed to Inyo and took a 
number of still-photo graphs for his 
"location file." Currently, he is mak¬ 
ing a "western comedy" and is on loc¬ 
ation near Lancaster. Of his present 
film, he said it's "not for kids." 


Bill Rukeyser, Sacramento's Capitol News Bureau 

He's shooting for PBS’ ’’California Tonight'' 


COUNCIL, Continued 

depth comparisons showed that DWP is more ex¬ 
pensive . 

'Chuck Miller of California Edison said 
that he's willing to open it now...that it 
would be to their benefit since crews are some¬ 
times down, and could stay busy. And Edison 
pays one percent of its gross profits here for 
the privilege of doing business." But, as Fish¬ 
er and"others were all too aware, the electric 
bills and rates were not all that was involv¬ 
ed in Monday night's council resolution; the 
demand was a culmination of long-stirring dis¬ 
pleasure with DWP; its lease charges and wat¬ 
er policies in the county, its power and con¬ 
trol of Inyo's economic and social structures 
came into the issue. The high electric bills 
were but the straws that strained too far the 
camel's back. 

"Controls" were also brought up by the 
councilwoman in her talk with a reporter: 

Aside from the savings," she said, "we would 
have some recourse to the Public Utilities 
Commission. It would be a safer situation." 

The resolution itself had included a 
section dealing with that issue: "In determ¬ 
ining rates for this area, factors completely 
foreign to the Bishop environment are utiliz¬ 
ed...," and, further, "...(increased rates) 
have a disruptive effect on an area which rel¬ 
ies almost exclusively on electricity for heat, 
light and power..." 

And if things were getting a little less 
than cordial for DWP in Inyo County, they got 
almost revolutionary in Los Angeles. A report¬ 
er contacted a member of the Los Angeles City 
Council, Zev Yaroslavsky who has already be¬ 


come outspokenly embroiled in the rate con¬ 
troversy there in the past two weeks. Usually, 
the LA council bows ingratiatingly to DWP's 
merest whim, but even the council would not 
take this one lying down. Yaroslavsky said 
"The council must make a policy decision on 
these exhorbitant bills," and he had earlier 
been quoted on a scathing Bill Stout televis¬ 
ion broadcast as saying "It's nice to have a 
municipal utility...but one with a heart." 
Sarcastically, Stout had suggested that there 
may be some question about DWP having "heart." 

Yaroslavsky told news-letter's Benett 
Kessler that the council is currently working 
on what it calls a rebate system that would 
return to L.A. electric users "$22 to $UU" 
per average residential electric bill for Jan¬ 
uary and February. 

But even in the rebate matter, the coun¬ 
cil, it seems, bows again to DWP - The rebate 
would come not from the fattened coffers of 
the water company, but from LA's general fund. 
Because of a new rate-setting law passed by 
the congress (with the support and applause 
of some utility companies), it would take 12 
to 18 months of public hearings before DWP 
customers could get back even the small am¬ 
ounts offered. M We don't want to wait that 
long," says Yaroslavsky. Probably not; tele¬ 
phone lines to city hall have been jammed with 
complaints and the council, sensitive to out¬ 
raged public attitudes, wishes now to demon¬ 
strate - with cash if need be - that DWP is af¬ 
ter all under some sort of control. Asked if 
the rebate pittance is not in fact small pota¬ 
toes compared to DWP's $200—and-upwards bills, 
Yaroslavsky conceded it wasn't much. "But down 
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ION: Increasing interest in (and by) Inyo 


Film 


i a 


And as cameras focused on Inyo, at least two count- 
ians were involved in productions in Hollywood. One of 
these, Bill Stein, a county mental health counsellor, 
went to 20th Century Fox in February as a consultant in 
the filming of "Like Normal People, " the true-life sto¬ 
ry about a retarded couple hie counselled in San Diego 
before coming here. A brother of the couple, Washington 
Post reporter Robert Meyers, wrote a book about them, 
and ABC bought movie rights. As consultant on the part 
he played in real life, Stein worked with actor and ac¬ 
tress John Cassidy and Linda Purl. It will air A 


Consultant Bill Stein 


In need of money to 
continue her law ed¬ 
ucation, Inyo news¬ 
maker Kenney Scruggs 
(planning commission 
secretai'y, president 
of ICEA) applied 
for acceptance on 
game show, "Jok¬ 
ers Wild." Accep¬ 
ted, she appear¬ 
ed for taping 
this past week, 
but uas stumped 
by the question 
"What's the name 
of the bird in 
the Sylvester 
cartoons?" She 
had thought the 
questions would be 
somewhat more academ- 
"I blew it. " 


Game show contestant Scruggs 

Unacquainted with Tweetie-Bird 


here,” he said, "over sixty percent of the 
complaints have been in the range of $58 to 
$232, so the rebate would pay a considerable 
part of the increase.” 

O n ce again, figures tend to show that 
the situation in LA is considerably different 
than that in Inyo County; less of DWP's wat¬ 
er is needed to keep things green, and less 
of its power is needed to keep things warm, 
and yet - as the Bishop council points out in 
its resolution - we in Inyo pay as much or 
more at the source than do those in Los Ange¬ 
les miles and miles away. 

Yaroslavsky would not go too far in pro¬ 
test against the powerful DWP, but he offered 
at least a slight warning: "The DWP is a mun¬ 
icipally, publicly owned utility. And as such 
it ought to show that it is different from the 
privately-owned utilities and show that it 
can have a heart. I believe it can if it wants 
to..cV.'hether it wants to is another question^ 

As for "heart,” Inyoans could show the 
councilman more than half a century of rec¬ 
ords about how DWP’s sentimentality works. 

Yaroslavsky commented upon being ask¬ 
ed about the Bishop city council’s move. "I 
don't have any comment on it. But I think it 
is probably a reaction to the set of circum¬ 
stances that have occurred. Nobody's happy 
about the situation. And it doesn't accomp¬ 
lish anything at this point to look for scape¬ 
goats." 

From the courthouse at Independence 
there was little reaction to either the coun¬ 
cil's action, or the general, sullen public 
mood generated by the DWP bill's. County Ad¬ 
ministrator John K. Smith said he would 3 


reluctant "right now" to comment too strong¬ 
ly about the situation, explaining that at 
present the county is continuing in its "neg- 
gotiations" with DWP on other matters. Those 
negotiations appear to be reaching some sort 
of harmony - or so it is claimed by spokes¬ 
men from both sides - and Smith and other 
county officials are hesitant to spark ano¬ 
ther controversy. 

In Los Angeles, a department spokesman 
suggested to the media that DWP may "help" 
some of the low-income people hurt by its 
billing. 'The offer was seen as a virtual ad¬ 
mission that DWP itself may have realized it 
had gone a bit far. The DWP would be willing 
to "let people pay out their bills" over a 
period of months - a kind of DWP easy-pay 
revolving credit plan. Most people saw that 
idea, however, as only a stop-gap measure 
and one that may in the long run cause more 
problems than complete painful payments now; 
few people would want to be too far indebted 
to an outfit like DWP. 

There were thousands of people in LA 
and in Inyo genuinely - perhaps devastating- 
ly - hurt by the January-February bills. The 
Earl Crawfords (shown on Page 6) were typi¬ 
cal of all. The Crawfords live on a fixed 
income of $550 per month in a small all-el¬ 
ectric apartment. They'd been paying about 
$50 for power. The last billing came to ab¬ 
out $250 - half their income for February. 

In contrast to that it was learned in 
recent weeks that Louis Winnard, DWP's top 
manager, and some other DWP people would 
get a raise in salary. Clearly, Winnard is 
on no fixed income: With his "5$" increase 
he 'll no w earn ,.097092 - plus expen ses. 
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SHARP 


SHARP ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
U.S. Subsidiary of Sharp Corporation 
OSAKA, JAPAN 


ER-2531 

Versatile ECR for small-to-medium sized 
retailers features 2 departments, 36-break tax 
table calculation and dual display. 

• Automatic tax calculation with tax table with 
up to 36 breaks and tax rate, plus manual tax 
calculation and tax shift key. • Totals for cash, 
tax, gross sales, paid-out, void, void mode and 
cash-in-drawer. Up to 8 digits. • 2 department 
totals with extra-large keys. • Receipt issuance 
ON/OFF switch and journal 

selective function. 

• Mode switch for pro¬ 
gramming print-out of 
date, consecutive 
number, machine 
number, tax table 
and tax rate. 

• Large, easy- 
to-read dual 
operator- and 
customer-side 

display. •One-month memory 
protection. • Automatic change calculation. 

► Error alarm in case of mis-registration. 

• Repeat registration with count display. 

$679.00 


Complete 

Typewriter 

Repair 

Service 


Serving Tonopah & 
Vicinity twice a 
month 


"For Information 
on the entire line 
of Sharp Electronic 
Cash Registers" 

Bishop 

Typewriter 

(714)873-5773 


People call me independent 

They’re right. I am independent. 
An Independent Insurance Agent. 

Independent to choose the best 
policy for your car, home, business or 
life from a number of companies. And 
if there’s a problem, I’m here to help. 

I’m not I ike a good neighbor. I am 
your neighbor. 


your Independent 
Insurance § agent 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON • Insurances 
1 24 N. Main, lono Pino, California 


Phone 870-4 105 


Q. What's A Discount 


To/20? 


A. It's a Homeowners 
Insurance credit program 
from Great American. 


If you now own or plan 
to own a home less than 
10 years old, you may 
qualify for a discount on 
your Homeowners insur¬ 
ance as high as 20%. Call 
or write for details — 
there is no obligation. 


The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8:05,12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 


Complete 

coverage 

Southern 

Inyo, 

too! 


(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


STEREO FM 100 


KIOQ/FM 

‘fm radio one hundred’ 


Page 12 









































Get more 
from Les... 

'' £ > 

Les Hall of Virg¬ 
il Oyler Motors 
will meet or teat 
any reasonable 
deal on a new 
Oldsmobile, Cad¬ 
illac, Chevrolet 
or Datsun. 

He will also of¬ 
fer more than a 
fair deal on any 
one of his fine 
"OK" used cars. 

Les Hall 

Call for an appointment or 
ask for him at the showroom. l-'hy 
not make your next automobile 
purchase a rewarding experience? 
You'll get more from Les.... 



•VIRGIL 0YLER1 


Televhone 

873-3515 


462 North 
'•lain St. 


MOTORS-BISHOP 



good 

^nealt 

qood 
living 

[they all 
beqin with a 
good diet] 


Personally selected organic vegetables 
and fruits . A wide selection of food 
supplements J health aids. Fresh fish 3 
weekly...Tune in to the f 'Mother Earth 
News y " at 8:25 a.m. y Radio KNYO (600). 


...Your well-being is our business... 

LONE PINE / 123 

MOUNTAIN / N. Main 
TRADING / Lone Pine 
COMPANY / 876-5671 



,..S0 JUMP ON DOWN AND SPRING INTO 

A PAIR OF NEW SHOES. SEE THE STYLES 
THAT ARE HERE FOR YOU! 


BASEBALL SHOES AND SUPPLIES 
FOR BIG GUYS AND FOR 
LITTLE LEAGUERS, TOO! 


MITTS, CONVERSE SHOES, BROOKS HOSE 

...And listen for Lloyd's daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio> 600 AM 


'2V&e r ie (Yccdtantcr 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 


In Inyo, home 
of the new 
'Western Look ' 


SPRINGTIME 


AT LLOYD'S... 


a 'FitCKcC' 


876-4371 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

AND EVEN AS THE LAPPAS TRIAL WAS GETTING un¬ 
derway at its long and sordid pace, still an¬ 
other Bishop woman was arrested for shooting 
a man, her husband.... The victim is Joe Cour- 
son who reportedly was shot several times 
by his wife at their mobile home.The wo¬ 

man was jailed alter she was arrested at the 
Courson's residence at Highland Mobile Home 
Park, then later released on bail. Courson, 
meanwhile, remained at Northern Inyo Hospital 
recovering in "fair" condition. 

IT WAS HARD GOING FOR FORMER DEPUTY SHER- 
iff Tom Gonzales this week as he turned up 
in court to answer nine felony counts lodg¬ 
ed against him in weIfare-related issues. 
Arrayed against him to give testimony in a 
preliminary hearing was the sheriff himself, 
Floyd Barton, several deputies, a welfare 
worker and representatives from some dep¬ 
uties 1 associations in the state. Gonzales 
had been fired from the sheriff's office 
last December, not long after a controvers¬ 
ial "beating" incident with some Lone Pine 
teen-agers (in which he was exonerated). 

It was claimed, among other things, that he 
had lied about income in a welfare applic¬ 
ation, that he had committed fraud and per¬ 
jury, and that he had solicited funds from 
deputies' associations while werving as the 
president of the county deputies associa¬ 
tion. Gonzales has claimed innocence in 
the charges and countercharged that he is 
a victim of "politics." Nearing the end of 
last week's hearings, Deput District At¬ 
torney Phil McDowell told the court that 


NOT ‘ROCK’ 

NOT ‘COUNTRY’- 
.. . JUST THE BEST 



LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 AM 
NOON 
4:35 PM 

ABC information radio network 
Every hour on the half hour 



AM 600 
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ho had received a request from the sheriff's 
office asking the court to book the fonner 
deputy and jail him* (He has not been picked 
up on the charges filed against him, and he 
has been free on his own recognizance*) The 
judge, who is from Los Angeles, said Gonzales' 
case is "well beyond the arrest stage," and 
he declined the request* At least one of the 
charges against the former officer, that of 
per,jury in filing welfare documents, was drop¬ 
ped. Gonzales will be arraigned on Hie other 
counts in a superior court hearing April 2. 

THK ODDS FOR WINNING - as the tickets them¬ 
selves state, and as the public relations man 
admits - are very slims more than a million- 
to-one against a prize of the much-advertised 
$2000 top winning. But no matter, the custom¬ 
ers flock in responding to the Safeway "Bingo" 
promotion about which the Safeway public rel¬ 
ations department will say very littleo Al¬ 
though the local Safeway managers were some¬ 
what more inclined to talk about it (One ad- 
mi tied there has been some "backlash" from the 
contest), the PR man at Safeway's main Los 
Angeles store refused to say how much money 
the chain has put into the promotion. Ai e did 
say, however, that "If we get increased bus¬ 
iness, it doesn’t cost a cent." But some cus¬ 
tomers v/ere concerned that Safeway may be add¬ 
ing to already-costly foods in order to pay 
for the "Bingo" gimmick. It has been much-ad¬ 
vertised on most of the southland’s major tel¬ 
evision outlets* And in that, cne of Inyo’s 
local managers, Steve Walker, said there has 
been "a backlash from the contest* Many people 
feel we^re raising prices to cover it. That’s 


not so. The ad budgets are set years in ad¬ 
vance. It’s rot costing the people money*" 

And how are Inyo Safeway customers doing at 
"Bingo"? Probably about the same as their 
southern counterparts in numerical equivalen- 
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Safeway Bingo Ticket 

One of the losers 


cy: Not very well. Wal¬ 
ker said his store in 
downtown Bishop has had 
"about 200 winners," 
in the $1, $$ and $10 
categories. Similar re¬ 
sults were reported from 
manager,Tom Brunson,of the 
Safeway market north¬ 
west of town, but out 
there at least two poo— 

1 pie, listed as Angela 
Andreas and Albert 
Meredith, have won 
prizes of $100. Brun¬ 
son said the promot¬ 
ion seems to be work¬ 
ing, attracting cus¬ 
tomers from Lone fine 
and Independence. "A 
lot of people tell you 
they just throw the cards 
away...But we find them 


out in the lot. They’re all scratched off." 
Walker says that in Inyo, the cards are not 
all that much of an attraction. "We have a reg¬ 
ular clientele. We’ll draw a few new people. 
#ut it does work in big cities." Who, in the 
final analysis, pays? The odds of getting the 
right answer on that one are somewhat better 
than the bingo odds. 

(NbT.VS BICEPS Continued on P.16) 
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with fashions 
just for you. . . 

.. .we’re open 
now. . . 
upstairs, in 
the new 
\ cottonwood 
& plaza. 


785 N. Main, Suite E 
Bishop, Calif. 93514 
(714) 872-2111 


©anikberrg (£o. 

A Clothing Store... And More 
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EQS UM 

your, view 


The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters and comment 


relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's reader 
that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors 
gree with its content, or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 



Or- 


JETTING UP THE VALLEY: THE MILITARY'S 
LICENSE TO GO BOOM...AND BOOM...AND... 

(Editor's note: With dishes rattling, 
windowpanes breaking and ears ringing, a num¬ 
ber of Owens Valley residents last week were 
complaining about what appeared to be a sud¬ 
den increase in sonic booms blasting over 
the area and echoing from mountainsides. The 
worst of them seemed to be at Lone Pine, and 
from there a number of calls came into the 
news service office. One of these was from 
George Hettel whose irate comments follow:) 

A lot of people in Lone Pine are get¬ 
ting sick and tired of the incessant travel 
of jets going over. 

You can't take a nap in the afternoon; 
you can't listen to TV; you can't talk to 
anybody if you have company; and you can't 
talk to anybody on the phone. 

They make their sonic booms, it seems 
like, right over the town. They don 't have to 
travel right over town; there's plenty of 
wide spaces where they could go - or they 
could even fly higher, about 29,000 feet may¬ 
be. Then we'd be alright. 

There's a hospital here full of sick 
people; a sanatorium full of sick people; and 
these sonic booms aren't doing them a bit of 
good. We'd like something done about it. 

They start about 7s30 in the morning, 
and go until seven in the evening. There 
might be four or five or six in a bunch, with 
one bunch right after another. 

Sometimes you can hear them late at 
night,about two or three in the morning, but 
they are higher then. If they can fly higher 
at night why can't they in the afternoon? We 
have had it with those planes. We want some 
peace and quiet. 

- George Hettel 
Lone Pine 

(And Mr. Hettel's were not the only 
problems at Lone Pine, there were reports of 
a number of cracked windows - and a radio 
announcer broke into a broadcast to mention 
that he "couldn’t hear himself talk" while 
the booms overhead went through the micro¬ 
phone to be heard over the radios miles aw¬ 
ay. At the Bakersfield office of Congressman 
Bill Thomas, Roy Ashbum, reported that a 
group of Air Force pilots from Lemoore Air 
Base got permission from the China Lake Nav¬ 
al Weapons Center to fly over the valley - 
this after they had been unable to carry on 
air maneuvers in their usual area. Apparent¬ 
ly they were unknowing - or uncaring - about 
whether Owens Valley is a populated area. 
Ashbum said that Lemoore Air Base has now 
been asked to "use discretion" in its future 
overflights here.) 

TELLING IT LIKE IT IS,.. I 

For all the important area and local 
news daily through the week hear Benett 
Kessler with Bob Wellman at 7:05, 8:05, 
12:05 and 5:05, on KI0Q-F14 Radio 100. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

FOR THE SUPERVISORS, IT WAS AN OFFER that for 
now at least they could refuse. They didn't 
know just what to make of it, but they said 
they would consider the request. Richard Ir¬ 
win, an architect working at Lone Pine, went 
before the board to tell them that his own 
services (not inconsiderable as it turns 
out) would be free - but that the countyvrould 
have to pay the estimated $75&0 for what Ir¬ 
win considers needed improvements on the Lone 
Pine Town Hall, a building donated to the 
county some years back by Philanthropist Lou¬ 
is Statham. Irwin pointed out to the board 
that the town hall is the home of "the larg¬ 
est chess tournament in the world." The play¬ 
ers, he said, "don't go to Paris, France or 
Italy...but to Lone Pine. And they have it 
in an ugly building." Irwin was not short of 
ideas on how to make the now-serviceable hall 
more aesthetically pleasing. The board was not 
uninterested, but, as Board Chairman Dick Eng¬ 
el said, "I don't know where the money would 
come from...You have to ask 'Do you need it?' 
or 'Do you want it?" Irwin, as it happens, is 
the architect who designed Statham's home at 
Lone Pine, ^e said that Statham had seen his 
Town Hall plans and is "in accordance." It 
will all come up again at budget time. 


CHINA LAKE'S NATIONALLY-KNOWN GEOPHYSICIST, 
Pierre St. Amand flew into Lone Pine late in 
the 7/eek to appear in a television document¬ 
ary (See P. 10), and allowed as how he cont¬ 


inues his studies of the Q--*ns Valley "desert¬ 
ification." By that, he means the drying up of 



Fly-in visit by Pierre St. Amand 

DWP's FIR "not a fair statement" 


the valley by the diversion of its streams 
and by groundwater pumping. St. Amand has 
shown himself to be an outspoken critic of 
the Department of Water and Power. His care¬ 
fully researched studies have appeared in 
national publications and scientific papers. 
He was no less critical in an interview at 

(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, Back Page) 
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- -fJVotes From B. K? - 

HILL RUKSYSBR OF THE CAPITOL NEWS BUREAU AT SACRAMENTO (See Page 10) stopped 
in the other eve and we were talking about his upcoming documentary film for 
PBS, and about "controversial" issues. No problem there for Bill. He’s been 
involved in news coverage for 10 years and he started out by covering the 
sixties' riots at the Berkeley campus. "I got very used to shooting through 
a gas mask," he quipped. Bill sees California politics - and maybe Californ¬ 
ia water issues - as a portent for what is to come in the rest of the nation. 
"What you're covering in California now is what others will be covering ten 
years later," he said. 



VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT. (On-the-move and hurriedly-saying-good-bye division): Alan Wall¬ 
ace, long-time owner of Kittle Printing Company. Alan recently sold the shop and is packing 
up for Scotland where he's going to visit relatives he hasn't seen for 20 years, including 
his mother and two brothers. He'll be in Glasgow for about a month. H e 's a guy we like, and 
one who's been helpful when us amateurs run into printing problems - like paper shortages. 
Our thanks and, well, bon voyageJ 


’WE'RE REPORTING, MORE OR LESS, ON THE LAPPAS MURDER CASE, but truth-to-tell there's a lot 
missing from the reports. Some of the testimony involves physiology - and physical acts - 
that are beyond radio and print-media reportage. The jury will have a time deciding justi¬ 
fication on this one - if killing is ever really justified at all. Meanwhile, another shoot¬ 
ing of a male by a female has come into the news this past week, ^adies, self-assertion is 
one thing, but pistol-packing...? 


BUNDLES OF CARDS AND LETTERS STILL GOING OUT TO INYO TV CABLE PIONEER RED AUSTIN. ri e's still 
recovering at Santa Barbara after a stroke he suffered on a trip to Hawthorne, Nev. Ms. Aus¬ 
tin - Martha - says the cards help a lot. 


NO LACK OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE NEW ASSEMBLYMAN PHIL WYMAN. From his office this past week 
local editors received no fewer than six press releases. Wyman is PR—conscious, to say the 
least, topping the congressman's weekly average of two. One of Wyman's aides last week went 
to bat for a local reporter, chasing down information for our insurance rate story. For 
that our thanks. And another credit we can't overlook this week: Wjmian is one of only about 
three assemblymen in the state who spurned the legislators' option to drive a fancy luxury 
car. He'll drive his own, thanks — as compared, for instance, with State Sen. Alex Garcia, 
the Los Angeles Democrat who ordered up a new Cadillac Seville. Favorite car among the leg¬ 
islators: the Oldsmobiles - with diesel engines, this according to a story in the Sacramento 
Union. 


DEAN KNIGHT'S SWIMMING AND TENNIS CLUB GOES "PRIVATE" IN APRIL. But he's not entirely clos¬ 
ing his doors to the general public. For $50 annual dues he's offering a limited "dining" 
membership. 

ADD VPP DEPT: John and Debbie Hogan of Independence, both members of the volunteer fire de¬ 
partment, of which he is assistant chief. 

WORD HAS IT THAT WE SIERRA CLUB AND THE AUDUBON SOCIETY are gearing up their legal machin¬ 
ery (which is considerable) for a suit against the Department of Water and Power. They are 
up to here with DWP's diversion of water fran Mono Lake. 

-iHBt- 

DON'T BE TOO FOOLED BY THE "BILLS" THAT PURPORT TO SHOW WHAT YOUR METERED WATER USE FIGURES 
are. The meter readings were taken during months of lowest usage and most of the metered 
customers will probably be hit with some harsh surprises - not unlike the power bills rep¬ 
orted elsewhere in these pages. Why were the meters installed in the first place? The DWP's 
own figures clearly showed the installation was economically unfeasible, but insiders (in 
DWP's own offices) say Louie Winnard was mad as hell at Inyo County and pushed the project 
through personally as a get-even move. 

4HH*- 

THERE ms CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION THAT THE DRIVER WAS DRINKING in that fatal accident that 
killed four south of Big Pine some weeks back. Not so, according to a lab report on blood 
samples, says one news source. 

OUR CONGRATS TO VPP RICHARD J. DISTEL. He reoently began his 2?th year as a highway patrol¬ 
man in this area. Came here soon after he graduated from the academy in 1953, and is now 
the oldest continuous "beat" officer in Inyo, Mono and Alpine Counties. Good example of 
what a law enforcement officer can — and should — be<> Plans to retire "in 21 months." 

FOR ROBERT AND GAIL FRECKLE IT'S A GIRL. Jennifer, bom last Monday, at home we're told. 
Jennifer, Mom and Dad doing fine. 

4HH* 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, EVERY DAY... 

- Sincerely, . 
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FBI Agent White, Bishop Detective McCracken, and bank suspect 

Captured near Benton to face charges on six other counts. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

the airport in Lone Pine. 

Y/hat, he was asked, does he 
think about the DWP's latest 
attempt at producing a con¬ 
vincing environmental impact 
report on its groundwater 
pumping? Replied St, Amand: 

”1 dcn't think it's a fair 
statement. The statistical 
information colle cted does 
not address the problems. 

It was picked up in the 
wrong places; a dust storm 
could have occurred and thqy 
would have missed it." Am¬ 
and, considered one of the 
nation's top weather modif¬ 
ication experts, pointed out 
that the past twq/years have 
been abnormally wet - not at 
all representative of what 
can occur in air quality es¬ 
timates and standards. "I'm 
interested," he said, "in 
'desertification.' It's happening in Africa 
and in India, and it's happening on a smaller 
scale here." He talked about areas of the 
world that have suffered by over-cultivation 
and over-grazing. "That's how the Sahara des¬ 
ert was made; a permanent high pressure area 
develops in regions that are becoming dry, 
and then there is no rain at all." And what 
is his outlook for the Owens Valley and Cali¬ 
fornia? Not a happy one. Said St. Amand: "I 
can see it in the near future. By the year 
2000 we'll be using twice as much water as we 
are getting." 


A PRESS RELEASE FROM THE CALIFORNIA DEPART¬ 


park system but is owned by the City of Los An¬ 
geles Department of Water and Power, has his¬ 
torical interest beyond the internment period. 
-*-f leased by the department of parks and rec¬ 
reation, the historic significance of the In¬ 
dian tribes, farmers and ranchers who settled 
and built in the Owens Valley will also be in¬ 
terpreted." The press release also intimated 
that "a Japanese interpreter" will also attend 
the workshop meetings, none of which will be 
held in this area. The Manzanar project has 
been received with mixed emotions in Inyo; in 
the face of the presumed austerity of Proposi¬ 
tion 13, how can the state afford it, is the 
chief question of some critics. 


ment of Parks and Recreation was making sure 
that its announcement about the ^nzanar pro¬ 
ject - a plan to rebuild the old concentrat¬ 
ion camp in its entirety as a tourist attrac¬ 
tion and memorial - was going to be read by 
everyone interested. So the "Manzanar Work¬ 
shop" meetings series scheduled for March 27 
through April 6 was announced even in Inyo 
County in two languages: english for the loc¬ 
al editors, and in Japanese for any non-Eng¬ 
lish-speaking Japanese who might happen to be 
around. Said the press release (in English and 


-I a 

Segment of parks department press release 
yaking sure everyone got the message 


presumably in Japanese): The (Manzanar) area 
which is not at this time a part of the state 


20—YEAR-OID JOHN PEDERSON was reported absent 
without leave from an air base in Hawaii last 
month. If the reports of the Bishop police and 
the FBI are correct, he turned up at Bishop 
last week on foot at the drive-in teller win¬ 
dow of Bishop's new Eldorado Savings. He pres¬ 
ented a note to Teller Sandy Lamer; it said 
he had a gun in a sack he carried. She handed 
over $1025 and the suspect fled - but not be¬ 
fore she got a good look. On her description, 
officers traced Pederson to a motel, but he 
had "just left" - with a dog - in a blue car. 
Arrested by a Mono officer near Benton, he was 
returned and jailed at Independence. Officers 
said he was wanted in connection with robber¬ 
ies at six other banks in California. He was 
arraigned before U.S. Magistrate Boyd Taylor 
last week at Bishop, but he may not stand tri¬ 
al here, depending on how badly he is wanted 
in his other alleged escapades - and where of¬ 
ficers feel they may have the best case. 


eastern sierra news service 


JOHN HESTON INDEPENDENCE, CALIFORNIA 

benett KESSLER 878-2381 - 878-2582 
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